Edward M Hannigan
September 18, 1936 - March 28, 2019

Edward M. Hannigan, 82, of Dover, DE, passed away on March 28, 2019, at Nanticoke
Memorial Hospital in Seaford, DE. He was a highly decorated veteran in the United States
Air Force and a loving family man.
Mr. Hannigan, son of the late William and Nora Hannigan, was born in South Boston, MA,
on Sept. 18, 1936. After graduating from high school, he enlisted in the United States Air
Force. During his 30 years of active duty, he served as a loadmaster on the C-5 Galaxy
and various other aircraft and earned the highest enlisted rank in the Air Force as Chief
Master Sergeant - leading to his endearing nickname among family and friends, "Chief."
Mr. Hannigan is a veteran of the Korean, Vietnam and Iran-Iraq wars, and throughout his
career, he was stationed in Dover, DE, Taiwan, Dyess, TX, and Langley, VA. He was
proud of our country and served with honor and devotion. After retiring from the Air Force,
Mr. Hannigan graduated from Delaware Technical and Community College and went on to
work in Civil Service at Dover Air Force Base for more than 26 years, before retiring at the
age of 80.
He is survived by his wife of 59 years, Irena Hannigan, of Dover, DE; daughter, Dr. Dianna
Hannigan Glessner, and her husband, Gary, of Alpharetta, GA; son, Edward S. Hannigan,
and his wife, Holly, of Laurel, DE; three grandchildren, Stephanie Glessner, Caroline
Glessner and Ryan Hannigan; and many nieces, nephews, extended family members and
close friends. He is preceded in death by his parents and his three siblings, William
Hannigan, John Hannigan and Barbara Merlin.
A viewing will be held on Friday, April 5, 2019, from 6 - 8:30 p.m., at the Hannigan, Short,
Disharoon Funeral Home at 700 West Street, Laurel, DE. A mass celebrating Mr.
Hannigan’s life will take place on Saturday, April 6, 2019, at 11 a.m, at Our Lady of
Lourdes Catholic Church at 532 East Stein Highway, Seaford, DE, and will be officiated by
the Father Clement Vadakkedath C.ss.R. A visitation will be held at the church one hour
prior to the service, and an interment with military honors will follow in Odd Fellows
Cemetery in Laurel, DE.

Memorial gifts can be made in Mr. Hannigan’s memory to Nanticoke Health Services
Foundation, 613 High Street, Seaford, DE 19973.
Online condolences can be made by visiting www.hsdfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Loving Lilies and Roses Bouquet was purchased for the family of Edward M
Hannigan.

April 05, 2019 at 10:40 AM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 05, 2019 at 10:10 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 04, 2019 at 09:16 PM

“

14 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hannigan Short Disharoon Funeral Home, Inc - April 04, 2019 at 03:37 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 04, 2019 at 01:14 PM

“

84 files added to the album LifeTributes

Hannigan Short Disharoon Funeral Home, Inc - April 03, 2019 at 06:46 PM

“

I am so sorry for your tremendous loss. I remember Mr. Hannigan as warm and kind and
forever trying to get me and Edward to behave and not speed. I am thankful that he was a
part of my life. Prayers and love to you all~ your family is beautiful.
Stacy clayton
stacy - April 05, 2019 at 07:03 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 03, 2019 at 04:40 PM

“

The Taylors purchased the Full Of Love Bouquet for the family of Edward M
Hannigan.

The Taylors - April 03, 2019 at 01:52 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 02, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

I first met THE CHIEF as a brand new pilot to the C-5 and his first words to me were
you better take care of "MY" Loadmasters. I didn't even know what a Loadmaster
was but I knew he was serious. Over the years on active duty with the Chief I not
only made a friend but someone I looked up to and asked for guidance on many
occasions. In subsequent years I had the privilege of seeing him at Sunday Mass
and teasing him about the Boston/ New England teams for years. You are going to
be sorely missed but the good news is Heaven got a first round pick. You and your
family are in our prayers for the foreseeable future and we cherish the time we had
together.
Rich & Kathy Dorre

Richard Dorre - April 02, 2019 at 05:59 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 02, 2019 at 01:19 PM

“

Our condolences to the Hannigan family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you

Marty&Bill Whaley - April 02, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

April 01, 2019 at 10:04 PM

“

Chief Hannigan and I were "associates" in the 9th MAS in the early 80's. I've worked
with and known many Chiefs in my 30 year career but to me Ed Hannigan was THE
Chief. Time may have dimmed what I'm going to say; however, it's pretty accurate.
He was a leader who was demanding but always fair. He unfailingly took care of his
troops. Our younger guys had to present themselves to a Wing board to compete for
a "below-the-zone" promotion. Ed made damn sure they were prepared when they
met the board; as I recall 29 out of 30 were promoted! His loadmaster section ran as
if on autopilot; however, Ed was the pilot. I consider it a privilege to have known and
worked with Ed.
My condolences to Irena and family; you have lost a treasure.
Thank you Chief Hannigan - you served your country well.
Dave Wilson

Dave Wilson - April 01, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

Dear Ed and Holly, Was so sorry to hear of the loss of your father. You have many
memories to remember. My prayers are with your family at this time. With love, Golda

Golda Williamson - April 01, 2019 at 01:45 PM

“

To the Hannigan Family
My deepest condolence to you. I worked with Mr. Hannigan for a number of years
while I was on active duty at McGuire AFB and we re-connected when I started as
civil service employee on Charleston AFB SC. My Hannigan was a greet mentor. He
made it his business to help me learn ropes as a civil service employee. I would call
and pick his brain and he would periodically call just to check on me. I am eternally
grateful for all his wisdom, help and support. He will definitely be missed. My
thoughts and prayers to you his loved ones and friends. RIP Mr. Hannigan

Terrie Middleton - April 01, 2019 at 11:48 AM

“

The Hannigan family have been good neighbors and great friends to the Taylor
family for many years. Condolences from all of us. Ed will be greatly missed for his
wit and strongly held beliefs, which he often shared. I can't think of him without
smiling.
We have shared so many memories and life events that it is impossible to share just
one, but know we are thinking about Ed, all of you, and all the good times we have
shared.
With love,
Gary, and all of the Taylor family

Gary Taylor - April 01, 2019 at 11:02 AM

“

Ed and family, please accept my deepest sympathy on the loss of your father. I
worked with him at DAFB and he was always such a joy to talk to when he'd come to
our office. My prayers are with you all during this difficult time.

Trisha Kropiewnicki Clauser - March 31, 2019 at 08:44 PM

“

Ed and Holly, May you feel God's presence and the love of your friends and family
comfort you. Ed you are loved with an everlasting love and were blessed to have had
a wonderful father and he was blessed to have such an awesome loving son. So
sorry for your loss. Hugs to you and Holly.

Terry Wright - March 31, 2019 at 03:57 PM

“

What a great man, mentor and Chief. A very sad day to hear of the Chiefs passing.
Many fond memories and great stories of his career. Rest In Peace Chief! You
served your country well.

CMSgt Tom Dzwonkus - March 31, 2019 at 03:18 PM

“

My husband was a loadmaster with Chief Hannigan at Dover AFB, DE. He enjoyed
flying with him. He was a great Chief. Our sympathies and condolences to Irene and
all of the family and friends. May this dear man Rest In Peace. Gail & Rob
Dunkleberger

gail dunkleberger - March 31, 2019 at 01:02 PM

“

Our deepest sympathy to you and your family. We will remember him for his kind and
thoughtful ways. Love and prayers for you,Holly and Ryan.

Clark Deby Benson - March 31, 2019 at 11:22 AM

“

Magnificent Life Spray was purchased for the family of Edward M Hannigan.

March 31, 2019 at 09:38 AM

“

Ed, Holly & Ryan Hannigan lit a candle in memory of Edward M Hannigan

Ed, Holly & Ryan Hannigan - March 31, 2019 at 09:22 AM

“

Ed, Holly & Ryan Hannigan lit a candle in memory of Edward M Hannigan

Ed, Holly & Ryan Hannigan - March 31, 2019 at 09:21 AM

“

Much love and many prayers to you Ed,Holly, and Ryan

Janet Musser - March 31, 2019 at 07:34 AM

“

Sending our Deepest condolences to the entire family. Mike,Tia & Christian Justice

Mike & Tia Justice - March 30, 2019 at 04:16 PM

“

Mike & Tia Justice lit a candle in memory of Edward M Hannigan

Mike & Tia Justice - March 30, 2019 at 04:12 PM

